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Connecting Museums and School Education —Child Curators—

NOMURA Hiroki

1. Opening
This year, The Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art continued its program of “child curators” who explain

works of art to general museum visitors as an educational activity.

2. Progress of the “child curators”

June 22: Miyauchi Area Open Class Talking about IWASAKI Chihiro
A curator from The Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art provided guidance to child curators about explaining
works of art. They were instructed not to just present about their research, but also the importance of including such

things as how they felt when looking at the pictures.

July 26: 1* Child Curators Program

Students from Kamigumi Elementary School explained works of art to general visitors.

August 5: 2" Child Curators Program (Niigata Conference of the Kantokoshinetsusei Area Art Education Research
Conference)
This time, it was conducted with the agenda of drawing out impressions from the viewers. Some groups also drew

thoughts out of the viewers by doing things such as asking if they agreed or disagreed with their points of view.

3. Accomplishments and challenges
One accomplishment was that the children were able to recognize the importance of empathizing with the thoughts
and feelings of others when listening and talking.
Another accomplishment was that the teachers were made aware that wonderful art education can be done at art

museums.

(Educator, The Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art)



