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Summary

Korean Folk Paintings and Old Picture Books from the Kamekura Collection

KO Seong-Jun

The former collection of the famous graphic designer KAMEKURA Ytisaku, now part of the collection of the Niigata
Prefectural Museum of Modern Art, includes unique works such as Russian icons, Korean folk paintings, old European
picture books and American duck decoys (man-made objects resembling real ducks). The aim of this article is to study
the Korean folk paintings and old European picture books from the collection.

Collecting Korean folk paintings became popular with Japanese collectors in the 1970s and 80s when diplomatic
relations between Japan and Korea were normalized and the Japanese economy experienced high growth. Kamekura was
also one of such collectors, and he ultimately edited the book Minga of the Lee Dynasty, published in 1982. Although the
project of publishing the book was brought to Kamekura by a producer named SHIWAJI Shoéichiré, Kamekura became
actively engaged in editing and designing the book. In the essay in the book, Kamekura writes: “I couldn’t suppress
my excitement because these pictures’ fantastic ideas, fresh colors, superb compositions and geometric clarities dive
directly into my eyes successively”. In this article, the author describes in detail the symbolical meanings and artistic
specialties of six Korean folk paintings from the Kamekura collection.

Another core of the Kamekura collection is old European picture books from the 18-19th centuries. These books
contain beautiful copper-plate figures of plants, butterflies, birds and insects illuminated one-by-one by watercolor.
Kamekura started to collect these books in the 1940s, and the final collection grew to approximately 20 books. In this
article, the author translated the titles of the books into Japanese, and described the contents and the biographies of the

authors of the books.

(Assistant Curator, The Niigata Prefectural Museum of Modern Art)
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